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1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report sets out a proposed work programme for the Regeneration Committee for the remainder 

of the 2017/18 Assembly year. 

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees its updated work programme as set out in the report, and that 

the Committee’s meeting slot on 6 December 2017 be used for a site visit to Croydon town 

Centre. 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chairman, to agree the arrangements for the site visit to Croydon town centre and the 

date and arrangements for a site visit to Romford town centre. 

 

 

3. Background 
 
3.1 The Assembly agreed meeting slots for the Regeneration Committee for the 2017/18 Assembly 

Year, which the Committee may choose to use for formal meetings, site visits, informal meetings or 

other engagement activities. The Regeneration Committee receives a report on the progress of its 

work programme at each meeting.  

 

3.2 An updated proposed work programme is set out overleaf for the Committee’s approval. 

 

 



        

 

Date Topic 

 

6 December 2017 Site visit to Croydon town centre. 

 

17 January 2018 Roundtable discussion with residents and other 

stakeholders in and around the Old Oak and Park Royal 

Development Corporation area. 

 

6 February 2018 Q&A with Theo Blackwell, the GLA’s Chief Digital Officer 

 

1 March 2018 London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC) 

 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
  

Town Centres 

4.1 The Committee used its first formal meeting of the year on 11 July 2017 for a discussion with invited 

guests on the Mayor’s principle of ‘Good Growth’ and the regeneration of London’s town centres.   

 

4.2 As part of its scoping for the scrutiny of town centre regeneration, the Committee agreed that it 

would undertake a series of site visits in different parts of London which have been impacted by 

Mayoral regeneration initiatives.  The Committee undertook a site visit to Wembley and Wealdstone 

on 15 June 2017 and a visit to Brent Cross Cricklewood on 26 October 2017.  The Committee will 

undertake a further site visit to Romford, as well as Croydon town centre.  It is proposed to use the 

Committee’s meeting slot on 6 December 2017 for a site visit to Croydon Town Centre and to 

delegate authority to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree a date and the 

arrangements for a site visit to Romford town centre.  A summary of the site visits will be reported to 

the meeting of the Committee on 6 February 2018. 

 

4.3 The London Borough of Barnet’s Brent Cross Cricklewood regeneration project will provide about 

7,500 new homes and 25,000 jobs.  The project, characterised by multiple ownership, is valued at 

£4.5bn and focuses on a 324-hectare area.  The project will start with the extension of the Brent 

Cross Shopping Centre and the highways.  At this meeting, the Committee will look at Brent Cross 

and other town centres to see what lessons can be learned from other regeneration projects in the 

capital. 

 

4.4 The Committee’s findings from this meeting with invited guests will feed into its scrutiny report on 

town centre regeneration.  It is anticipated that the report will be published in the first quarter of 

2018. 

 



        

 The Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) and the London Legacy 

Development Corporation (LLDC) 

4.5 The Regeneration Committee provides the lead oversight for the London Assembly of the policies, 

decisions and actions of both the OPDC and the LLDC.  The Committee has met regularly with both 

Mayoral Development Corporations to question them about their progress. 

 

4.6 It is proposed that the Committee uses its meeting slot on 6 January 2018 for a roundtable 

discussion with residents and stakeholders in and around the OPDC area, which will inform the 

Committee’s future work on the OPDC. 

 

4.7 It is proposed that the Committee’s meeting slot on 1 March 2018 be used for either a site visit to 

the LLDC area or a discussion with invited guests on the progress of the LLDC. 

 

 Chief Digital Officer 

4.8 In June 2017, this Committee published its report on Digital Connectivity1. The Committee found 

that London’s success and international competitiveness are under threat because of sub-standard 

digital connectivity and that the capital is poorly served, suffering from ‘not spots’ and ‘digital 

deserts’, in areas like Rotherhithe in Southwark. 

 

4.9 In August 2017, the Mayor appointed Theo Blackwell as London’s first ever Chief Digital Officer to  

play a leading role in realising the Mayor’s ambition to make London the world’s smartest city, 

ensuring that the capital’s status as a global tech hub helps transform the way public services are 

designed and delivered, making them more accessible, efficient and responsive to the needs of 

Londoners.  

 

4.10 It is proposed to invite the Chief Digital Officer to the Committee’s meeting on 6 February 2018 to 

discuss his plans to improve digital connectivity in London. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 

 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/digital-connectivity-london 
 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/digital-connectivity-london
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